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Democrats seeking Van Drew seat show differences at
debate
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that way."

Kennedy was the lone voice calling for more investment in infrastructure to make
telecommuting more efficient, such as higher speed Internet infrastructure.

"People will be working and learning from home," Kennedy said. "Investment takes many
forms."

The attack about Wellpath came twice, once when the candidates were answering a question
about racial inequities and white privilege, and later when they were addressing immigration
issues.

"Part of inequity in the system is the school-to-prison pipeline," Harrison said.

Then she asked why Kennedy accepted $11,000 in campaign contributions from Wellpath, a
for-profit company that provides medical services and mental health services to people in
prisons and jails throughout the nation.

Harrison said Wellpath is "known to ... victimize black and brown people," and that there are
allegations the company is implicated in the deaths of inmates and those held at Immigration
and Customs Enforcement detention centers.

"I think this is a persistent attack Brigid has made on my campaign. Yet she has refused to
take a pledge of not taking PAC money," Kennedy countered. "She herself is willing to take
money from corporations, then criticizes my family for its involvement in mental health."

Later, when the attack came again, Kennedy answered more directly.

"I would agree there should not be ICE detention centers, but the people there should receive
treatment for mental health," Kennedy said.

The debate happened as vote-by-mail ballots have arrived and many have already been
completed and mailed to the Board of Elections. Gov. Phil Murphy ordered the July 7 primary
be mostly vote-by-mail to avoid risk of spreading COVID-19 in polling places.

The Democratic winner will face the winner of the Republican primary, which is expected to
be U.S. Rep. Jeff Van Drew, R-2nd. Van Drew switched parties to Republican late last year in
a controversial move that lit a fire under the Democrats he had left behind.
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