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https://www.njspotlight.com/2020/04/in-war-against-covid-19-murphy-wants-to-tap-constitutions-wartime-borrowing-clause/
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Although the power of New Jersey’s political machines has

its origins in judicial decisions and legislation of the 1980s

and ’90s, the current regime dates to September 2009.

According to former Gov. Richard Codey, that’s when six

white men met to decide how they would carve up control

of the state.

Besides DiVincenzo and Norcross, the six men included

Sweeney, who was one of Norcross’s childhood friends;

Assemblyman Joseph Cryan, who headed the state

Democratic Party; and two state senators, Bob Smith and

Ray Lesniak. By the end of the meeting, the six men had

worked out an arrangement under which they would use

their in�uence to elect legislative leaders and ensure 

https://www.rutgersuniversitypress.org/me-governor/9780813580937
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Byrne prevailed, helped i



Democratic and Republican legislative leaders. �e Senate

president, the Speaker of the Assembly, and the minority

leaders of the Senate and Assembly could now raise and

distribute campaign funds to their party’s candidates under

very favorable fundraising and spending limits. �is

enabled party bosses and top legislative leaders to amass

large war chests that they could use to help elect their allies

and scare o�it re oo



https://www.njspotlight.com/2018/05/18-05-13-some-nj-congressional-primary-candidates-argue-party-line-politics-are-unfair/


�e advantage comes from the placement of the be�er-

known candidates for president, U.S. senator, or governor at

the top of the county line. �e county line also receives the

prime location on the ballot. Without the county party’s

endorsement, candidates must run “o� the line,” appearing

in a column by themselves or with other candidates who

may be running with or against them. �is confuses voters

and makes o�-the-line candidates appear less legitimate.

Some counties exploit the current laws to place the o�-the-

line candidates several columns away from those that

receive the party endorsement (see column 9 of the Camden

ballot), so voters may not even realize that they are running.

A recent analysis by the Communications Workers of

America (CWA) found that no incumbent state legislator

who ran on the county line had lost a primary election in

New Jersey between 2009 and 2018. Although incumbents

generally win re-election, that advantage is rarely so

absolute. In New York state, for example, 22 state legislature

incumbents lost a primary election during that same time

period.

It’s not surprising that running o� the line in what

progressive activists have termed “ballot Siberia” is a

substantial electoral disadvantage. Decades of research has

documented that ballot design and ballot placement impact

voting behavior. �is e�ect is particularly strong in low-

information elections without interparty competition,

which describes New Jersey’s primaries.

�e experience of one New Jersey candidate illustrates the

importance of the county line. Rush Holt, a Princeton

physicist, was assistant director of the university’s Plasma

Physics Laboratory in 1996, when he decided to run in the

https://www.politico.com/states/new-jersey/story/2019/04/09/anti-machine-democrats-in-camden-county-complain-of-phantom-candidates-960442


Democratic primary for the local congressional seat, which

had been in Repc
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JULIA SASS RUBIN
Julia Sass Rubin is an associate professor at Rutgers

University’s Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning and

Public Policy.
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