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In essence, Sweeney instructed his caucus to vote their individual consciences or to
reflect the wishes of their constituencies, that it was not a matter on which heĉd insist on
rigid party discipline.

Sweeney laid the trap and Murphy walked into it.  The governor became the public face
of the legalization movel y d



If, for example, reforms in the criminal justice system are needed, opponents argue such
reforms  should be taken up comprehensively and resolved on the merits, rather than as
an add-on to marijuana legalization.

Despite polls showing majority support for legalization, it was never a sure thing in the
Legislature or in many communities across the state.  At last count, for example,
upwards of 60 municipalities had adopted or threatened to adopt ordinances prohibiting
the location of marijuana outlets in their towns.

For Murphy, the inability to secure a majority demonstrated his Administration was
unable to hold its party together in a show of solidarity in behalf of a major public policy
issue.

Sweeney along with Assembly Speaker Craig Coughlin (D-Middlesex) indicated they will
regroup and, rather than pursue other optionsć a referendum on legalization or
legislation to de-criminalize possession, for example  ć will undertake another attempt
at legalization.

The fear or loyalty factors which play an outsized and decisive role in legislative
successes were diminished in importance, a troubling sign for Murphy who will confront
difficult and controversial issues in the future and who will do so in a weakened position.

It was an object lesson for Murphy that Senators were more concerned with maintaining
a beneficial working relationship with Sweeney whose power to dole out committee
assignments and call bills to the floor for consideration, for instance, is absolute.  As
Senate President Sweeney can exert a far greater and direct impact on his colleagues
than can the governor.  His reservoir of fear and loyalty is deeper than Murphyĉs.

The inherent tension between the two has become an enduring tale since Murphy took
office and the final chapter has yet to be written.

Legislators who stood in opposition to the legalization movement understood that
retribution was possible, that the governor could exercise the power of his office to exact
punishment.  It was a risk worth taking; they believed they could absorb and deal with it
with little consequence.

They understood as well that loyalty to party was an important consideration, but if
forced to choose between district sentiment and partisan fealty, electoral survival took
precedence.  It demonstrated a distinct lack of personal loyalty as well, a×  ts m  to pth
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