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The interdisciplinary field of Blacks Studies—alternatively called African American 
Studies, Afro-American Studies, Africana Studies, Pan African Studies, or Black World Studies, 
depending on the school where it is offered---is a relative newcomer on the academic scene and 
its proponents have had to defend its theoretical underpinnings and practicality, something which 
the traditional liberal arts fields are also challenged to do but not to the same extent. Since the 
establishment of the nation’s first Black Studies department in 1968 at San Francisco State 
University, and despite the wide acceptance and institutionalization of Black Studies in 
academia, there still remains the nagging question about its ability to produce outstanding 
citizens equal in quality to individuals who as undergraduates majored in, say, history or English 
or art. Black Studies has now been around long enough to notice its handiwork: men and women 
constructively contributing to society, employed in a wide variety of professions.  

 
It is a difficult task to compile a list of noteworthy people who majored in Black Studies 

because there are so many who could easily qualify. This list merely scratches the surface. Black 
Studies attracts a broad spectrum of interested scholars. Not only persons of African descent, but 
also persons of European, Asian, Latino, Middle Eastern, and Native American descent are 
represented in the list. Some of those mentioned are virtually household names or have received 
considerable local or regional attention.  It is interesting to note which schools have produced 
large numbers of high achievers on the list, and rather surprising to learn that many medical 
professionals first earned degrees in Black Studies.  Professions range from A (Astronaut) to Z 
(Zoo administrator). In short, the answer to those asking what can a person do with a Black 
Studies major is simple: . . . . Anything!  

 
Everyone on this list completed a degree in Black Studies. Most of the entries contain a 

one-line summary of the person’s occupation, the type of degree obtained in Black Studies 
(typically the bachelor’s degree) and the school at which it was obtained, and additional (usually 
graduate) degrees in other disciplines which the person was granted.  Broad headings under 
which persons are listed are:                     
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Medicine & Health  
 
Jihaad Abdul-Majid…….Dentist, owner of Premier Dental, PLLC. In Kentucky and Tennessee. 
B.S., University of Louisville. DDM., University of Kentucky. 
 
Abigail Aiyepola…….Naturopathic physician, midwife, consultant in Washington, D.C. 
B.S., University of Maryland-Baltimore County. N.D., Bastyr University. 
 
Lydia Alexander-Cook…….Pediatrician and President of Summa Physician Inc. 
B.A., Brandeis University. M.D., SUNY-Upstate Medical Center. 
 
Beverly Allen,,,,,,,Psychiatrist (board certified in child and adolescent psychiatry), Secretary of 
Black Psychiatrists of America. 
B.A., Amherst College. M.D., University of Maryland School of Medicine. 
 
Johnnie Allen…….Health Equity Coordination, Ohio Department of Health; former President of the 
Board of Directors of Health Promotion and Education (DHPE).  
B.A., B.S., The College of Wooster. MPH, Tulane University.  
 
Ndidiamaka Amutah-Onukagha…….Professor of Public Health and Community Medicine at 
Tufts University School of Medicine. 
B.A., B.S., Rutgers University. MPH, George Washington University. Ph.D., University of Mayland. 
 
Edmund Anstey…….Senior Resident in internal medicine at Brigham and Women’s Hospital. 
B.A., Washington University (summa cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa). M.D., Harvard University. 
 
Augustine N. Armstrong…….Chief Environmental Health Specialist at the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health. 
B.A., California State University at Long Beach. M.P.H., Trident University International. 
 
Jasmine Austrie…….Clinical Research Assistant at FIRST Program, Department of Surgery, 
Boston area hospitals. 
B.A., Bowdoin College 
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Stella A. Safo…….Physician (internal medicine), Montefiore Medical Center. 
B.A. and M.D. at Harvard University. 
 
Shonali Saha…….Primary care, internal medicine doctor. 
B.A., Columbia University. M.D., Mount Sinai School of Medicine. 
 
Pamela Sutton-Wallace…....CEO of University of Virginia Medical Center. 
B.A., Washington University. M.P.H., Yale University. 
 
Neo Tapela…….Doctor of Internal Medicine at Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston, 
Massachusetts, instructor at Harvard University. 
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Alisha Wallace-Smith…….Patient Safety Coordinator/ HIIN Coach at Atrium Health in Charlotte, 
North Carolina. 
B.A., Ohio State University. Master’s in Health Care Administration, Cappella University. 
 
Anita M. Wells…….Clinical Psychologist, professor at Morgan State University. 
B.A., Yale University. Ph.D., Northwestern University.  
 
Juliana Wilcox…….Veterinarian at South Bay Veterinary Hospital in Chula Vista, California. 
B.A., University of California at Santa Barbara. DVM, Colorado State University. 
 
Keith A. Williams…….Physician. Fellow of the American Academy of Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation. Practices in Venice, Florida.  
B.A., Brooklyn College. M.D., University of Pittsburgh.  
 
 

 Science & Technology  
 
Charlene Adams…….Computer Analyst at TerSys, a technology company in Gaithersburg, MD. 
B.A., Barnard College. 
 
Thelma Boamah…….Software Engineer, WEB Developer at Adobe Systems Incorporated in San 
Jose, California. 
B.A., New York University. Master’s degree, School for International Training. 
 
Justin D. Crutcher…….Maintenance engineer at PPG Industries, Inc. 
B.A., University of Pittsburgh (double major in engineering and Africana Studies). 
 
C’Ardiss G. Gleser
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David P. Johnson…….Professor of Digital Media and Web Technology at the University of 
Maryland.  
B.A. in Afro-American Studies and M.S. in computer systems management , University of Maryland. 
Ph.D. in occupational studies, University of Georgia. 
 
Kamille Johnson…….Software engineer at Elud. 
B.A. in Africana Studies & Computer Science, Brown University. 
 
Brad Rickel…….IT Support Analyst at Arizona Public Media. 
B.A., University of Arizona. 
 
G. Jamar Smith…….Information Security Consultant at Unisys. 
B.A., University of New Mexico. M.S. in information management, Syracuse University 
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Sara Bennett…….Law assistant in the Office of the Attorney General, State of New Jersey. 
M.A., Columbia University. M.S.W. and J.D. at Rutgers University. 
 
Adler Bernard…….Attorney at JPMorgan Chase; Board member of Cancer Research Institute. 
B.A., New York University. J.D., George Washington University. 
 
Patricia Ann Blackmon…….Judge, Ohio 8th District Court of Appeals. 
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Virginia Lucchesi…….Deputy Probation Officer in Santa Clara County, California. 
B.A., MPA, San Jose State University 
 
Verlaine Keith-Miller…….Assistant Attorney General, State of Washington, and Industrial Appeals 
Judge, State of Washington 
B.A. and J.D., University of Washington.  
 
Charlotte Lewis Jones…….Corporate attorney, expertise in copyright, entertainment/media law. 
B.A., Yale University. J.D., Columbia University. 
 
David Jones……Attorney, political organizer, community volunteer. 
B.A., University of Memphis, J.D., University of Tennessee. 
 
Nicole Junior…….Executive Agency Counsel, Civilian Complaint Review Board. 
B.A., Smith College. J.D., Temple University. 
 
C. Randolph Keller…….Chief Prosecutor for Shaker Heights, Ohio. 
B.A., Vassar College. J.D., Case Western Reserve University School of Law. 
 
Do Kim……….Civil right attorney, founder of Korean American Youth Leadership Program. 
B.A. and J.D., UCLA. 
 
Amelia Koplos…….Legislative assistant at Blackridge, an Austin Texas government affair 
consultancy. 
B.A., Colgate University. M.A. in public affairs at University of Texas at Austin. 
 
Nekima Levy-Pounds…….Civil rights attorney, recognized widely for her community service 
record and professional and scholarly accomplishments. Law professor at University of St. Thomas. 
B.A., University of Southern California. J.D., University of Illinois. 
 
Monica Little…….Judge in the Los Angeles Immigration Court. Former Assistant Chief Council, 
Department of Homeland Security. 
B.A., University of Washington. J.D., Lewis & Clark Law School. 
 



14 

 

 
Ghenete Wright Muir…….Attorney, legal journalist, LGBTQ advocate. 
B.S., Amherst College. J.D., Pace University School of Law. 
 
Pricilla A. Ocen…….Associate Professor of Law at Loyola Marymount University. 
B.A., San Diego State University. J.D., UCLA. 
 
R. Daniel Okonkwo…….Executive Director of DC Lawyers for Youth. 
B.A., Yale University. J.D., Georgetown University. 
 
Peter B. Paris…….Attorney in the firm of Mets Schiro & McGovern in New Jersey, specializing in 
civil right cases
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Daniel D. Baer…….U.S. Ambassador to the Organization for Co-operation and Security in Europe. 
B.A., Harvard University. Ph.D., Oxford University. 
 
Marinna Banks-Shields…….Captain in the U.S. Public Health Service, chair of its Social Work 
Professional Advisory Group (SWPAG). 
B.A., Emory University. Ph.D. in social work at Howard University. 
 
William Boone III…….Delegate to the 2000 Democratic National Convention representing New 
York. Worked as a Brooklyn Democratic Party campaign consultant.  
M.A., State University of New York-Albany. J.D., CUNY-Queens College.  
 
Kristerfer Burnett…….City Councilman in Baltimore, Maryland, District 8. 
B.A., University of Maryland.  
 
Christopher Campos…….City Councilman of Hoboken, New Jersey, prosecutor, civil servant. 
B.A., Denison University. J.D., American University. 
 
Lynn Gilmore Canton…….Executive Director of FEMA (Federal Emergency Management 
Agency), appointed by President Bill Clinton. Also former Assistant Deputy Comptroller for 
management Audit for the state of New York.  
B.A., M.S., SUNY-Albany.  
 
J. R. Clairbourne…….City Councilman. 2nd Ward Alderman with a seat on the City of Ithaca (NY) 
Common Council. Former reporter at the Ithaca Journal.  
B.A., University of Kansas.  
 
George Cushingberry Jr…….
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Jendayi Frazer…….U.S. Ambassador to South Africa. Senior Director of African Affairs at the 
National Security Council, appointed by Condoleezza Rice. Distinguished professor at Carnegie 
Mellon University. Taught at Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government.  
B.A., Stanford University. Ph.D. in political science, Stanford University.  
 
Karen Freeman-Wilson…….Mayor of Gary, Indiana. Previously President and CEO of the 
National Association of Drug Court Professionals (NADCP). A former drug court judge in Gary, 
Indiana and former Attorney General for the state of Indiana.  
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Zabe Bent…….Transportation expert at Nelson/Nygaard Consulting Inc. (Los Angeles) 
B.A., Barnard College. MST and MCT, Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
 
Adda Birnir…….CEO of Skillcrush, an online digital skills learning firm. 
B.A., Yale University. 
 
Adolph S. Blackson III…….Director of Security at Guard Management Inc. in San Diego, CA. 
B.A., California State University. 
 
Ahndrea L. Blue…….Owner of Pinnacle Equities Investments, LLC. Attorney and former CEO of 
the Seattle Urban League.  
B.A., J.D., University of Washington.  
 
Sara Brady
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Paul E. Butler…….Television Project Manager and  Director of Program Enterprises for VH1 
Music First and Country Music Television (CMT).  
B.A., University of Rochester. J.D., Harvard University.  
 
Peter C. B. Bynoe…….Pro Basketball Franchise Owner. First African American to own a NBA 
franchise when he purchased the Denver Nuggets in 1989. Other business ventures followed.  
B.A., MBA, J.D., Harvard University.  
 
Kassahun Checole…….Publisher, founder and owner of Africa World Press and Red Sea Press. 
B.A., Binghamton University. 
 
Nicole Childers…….Senior Producer at American Public Media. Former Executive Producer at 
National Public Radio (NPR).  
B.A., University of Pennsylvania.  
 
Kent Codrington
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Julia Baker Jones…….Director of the Chidsey Center for Leadership Development at Davidson 
College. Business consultant. Graduated in the top 10 percent of her business school class at 
Stanford.  
B.A., Carlton College. MBA, Stanford University.  
 
Laurie M. Jonsson…….Founding director of Expedia and former co-owner of a cruise line, an 
investment company, and co-founder of the University of Washington’s Center for Women and 
Democracy.  On Board of Directors of Puget Sound Bank. 
B.A., University of Washington.  
 
Kristin R. Jordan…….Book publisher, owner of Pens Up Press. 
B.A., Brown University. 
 
Michael Joukowsky…….President of Crawford High Performance Composites, Ltd., chairman of 
the investment committee of the Joukowsky Family Foundation. 
B.A., Brown University. MBA., Babson College. 
 
Masako Kawazoe…….HR generalist with Pasona N A Inc. and TS Consulting International 
recruiting workers for Japanese companies located in North America. 
B.A., California State University-Northridge. M.A., Temple University. 
 
Siphokazi Koyana…….Member of the Board of Directors of the Shanduka Group Pty. Ltd. 
(Republic of South Africa); Director of Siyazithanda Projects, a business research consultancy. 
B.A., Smith College. M.A., Yale University. Ph.D., Temple University. 
  
Maya Lake…….Owner of Boxing Kitten, a fashion and apparel company whose clothing has been 
worn by Beyonce, Rihana, Alicia Keyes, Erykah Badu, and others. 
B.A., Wesleyan University. 
 
Todd Lane…….Business funding consultant at Freed Wealth in Houston, Texas. 
B.A., Rutgers University. 
 
Dominic Latty…….Importer, owner of Beaudier Imports (Florida), founder of nonprofit Virgin 
Island Youth Advocacy Coalition (VIYA). 
B.A. in computer science and Africana Studies, Brown University. 
 
Riana Lynn…….Owner of FoodTrace, connecting restaurants to distributors and farmers. 
B.A., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
 
Paula Madison…….President and General Manager of KNBC (Los Angeles). 
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Ashindi Maxton…….Union executive at SEIU International. Former Director of Research & 
Special Projects, Democracy Alliance, a socially responsible financial investment company.  
B.A., University of California at Berkeley.  
 
Lutalo McGee…….Real estate broker, owner of Ani Real Estate in Chicago.   
B.S., Eastern Illinois University.  
 
Midori McSwain…….Strategist at Commonwealth, a McCann Erikson marketing/advertising 
company in Detroit. 
B.A., Northwestern University. 
 
Yvette Moyo…….Publisher of South Shore Current Magazine. President and CEO of Resource 
Associates International , Ltd., a marketing firm. Formerly President of Real Men Cook/MOBE.  
B.A., Eastern Illinois University.  
 
Mandla Msimang…….Founder and Managing Director at Pygma Consulting, a South African 
regulatory and research firm assisting private businesses and nonprofits. 
B.A., Cornell University. M.Sc., London School of Economics. 
 
Frank Michael Munoz…….Marketing Coordinator at Vermont Creamery. 
B.A., University of Virginia. M.Ed., University of Vermont. 
 
Aziza Nicholson…….Hair stylist, owner of A II Z, Ltd., and head of the international nonprofit 
Women Empowerment Project promoting natural hair care. 
B.A., Miami University. 
 
Ryan Nissim-Sabat…….Labor union organizer for UNITE HERE in Philadephia. 
B.A., Ohio State University. 
 
Nina Oduro…….Employment consultant, founder and editor of AfricaDevJobs.com, connecting job 
seekers to jobs in Africa. 
M.A., Columbia University. 
 
Michael O’Neal…….Licensed insurance agent, New York Life Insurance Company.  
M.A., UCLA. 
 
Ryan Osodolor……Financial Representative at Northwest Mutual. 
B.A., San Diego State University. 
 
Taylor Parsons…….Sommelier (wine steward) and jazz musician at Los Angeles restaurant 
Republique. 
B.A., Brown University. 
 
Steven Phillips…….Attorney. At age 28 became the youngest member of the San Francisco Board 
of Education. Started his own successful high tech company, law firm, and nonprofit company. 
Written numerous newspaper articles and made many television appearances.  
B.A., Stanford University. J.D., Stanford U. Law School.  
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James Williams…….Fiber Supply Associate at International Paper.                                             
B.A., Brown University. M.S. in environment and resource policy at Tufts University.        

Thomasina H. Williams…….Vice President at Wells Fargo Private Bank and legal consultant.          
B.A., Mount HolyokeCollege. J.D., University of Michigan.                                       

Robert Wilson…….Contracts specialist for the U.S. Air Force, Wright Patterson Air Force Base. 
B.S., Miami University. MBA, University of Phoenix.                                                                   

Jeremiah Wise…….Chief Financial Officer of the Indianapolis Museum of Art. Formerly Director 
of New Airport Business Development, Indianapolis International Airport.                                   
B.A., Yale University. M.A., New York University.                                                                      

Carter Woodruff…….Supervisor of Operations at Des Moines Water Works. Formerly 
Secretary/Treasurer of the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees of Iowa. 
B.A., Luther College.                                                                                                                         

Sean Yeager-Diamond…….Personal trainer, owner of Promethean Fitness.                                
B.A., University of California at Santa Barbara.                                                                               

Katie Zacarian…….Facebook Product Marketing Manager.                                                         
B.A., Harvard University. 

 
Performing Arts & Entertainment  
 
Mame Adjei…….Miss Maryland USA 2015. Double major in political science and African-
American Studies. She has modeled and worked in nonprofits. 
B.A., Virginia Commonwealth University. 
 
Tatyana Ali.......Actress (“Fresh Prince of Bel Air), model, R&B singer. 
B.A., Harvard University. 
 
Michelle H. Anderson…….Singer and beauty contestant and consultant. Was Miss Delaware 1995. 
Has sung at pro sports events and at Harlem’s Apollo Theater.  Active in civic and political groups. 
B.A., Duke University.  
 
Gabrie’l J. Atchison…….Choreographer, dancer, author. Established a production company.  
B.A., Brown University. Ph.D. in Women’s Studies, Clark University.   
 
Angela Bassett…….Actress. Winner of the Golden Globe Award for Best Actress in 1994 and an 
Oscar nominee for the movie “What’s Love Got To Do With It.”  
B.A., Yale University. M.A., Drama, Yale University.  
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Sonja Eddy…….Actress who plays Epiphany Johnson on TV’s “General Hospital,” numerous other 
TV roles, also roles in the musicals “Into the Woods” and “South Pacific.” 
B.A., University of California at Davis. 
 
Annjunae Ellis……Actress (“Ray”, “Freedomland”, Undercover Brother”, et al.) 
B.A., Brown University. 
 
Christina Elmore…….Actress (“Fruitvale Station,” The Last Ship”). 
B.A., Harvard University. M.F.A., American Conservatory Theater. 
 
Stacy Epps…….Singer-Attorney. Hip hop and jazz singer. Entertainment attorney at Epps Harrell 
LLC.  
B.A., University of Virginia. J.D., University of Southern California.  
 
Jinho Ferreira…….Playwright, actor, and police officer 
B.A., San Francisco State University 
 
Pierce Freelon…….Jazz/h
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Donald E. Lacy Jr…….Actor, comedian, director, talk show host. 
B.A., San Francisco State University. 
 
Sanaa Lathan…….Award-winning Hollywood actress. Played the female lead role in the movie 
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Melissa Walker…….Professional jazz and pop singer. Sang at Lincoln Center under the direction of 
Wynton Marsalis, the Berlin Jazz Festival, etc. Four CD albums to her credit.  
B.A., Brown University.  
 
Angela Watson…….Dancer and choreographer (African specialty), storyteller. 
B.A., Howard University. Master’s degree in dance, Drexel University. 
 
 

Visual & Decorative Arts  
 
M. K. Asante Jr.…….Filmmaker, author, poet, professor. 
B.A., Lafayette College. M.F.A., University of California at Los Angeles.  
 
Brittany Ballard…….Independent film producer, writer, curator, and Director of Programming for 
the Urbanworld Film Festival. 
B,A., University of California at Santa Barbara. 
 
Jim Barry…….Artist and art lecturer at the California Institute of Technology.  
B.A., University of California-Santa Barbara, 1986.  
 
Rachel Bass…….Award-winning filmmaker 
B.A., Amherst College. MFA, Chapman University 
 
Jessica Bellamy…….Motion infographic designer at GRIDS in Louisville, Kentucky. 
B.A., B.A. in drawing and B.F.A. in graphic design, all three degrees at University of Louisville. 
 
Joi Bivins……Chief Curator at the International African American Museum in Charleston in South 
Carolina. 
B.A., University of Michigan., M.A., Cornell University. 
 
Rod Brown…….Comic book artist and creator of Native Comics.  
B.A., Emory University. B.A., Art Institute of Atlanta.  
 
Stanford W. Carpenter…….Comic book artist, anthropologist, professor. Chairman of the Board of 
Directors for the Institute of Comics Studies. 
B.A., Portland State University. Ph.D., Rice University. 
 
Terence Carter…….Executive Vice President, Drama and Comedy Development, at Twentieth 
Century Fox Television. 
B.A., Harvard University (magna cum laude) 
 
Ava DuVernay…….Filmmaker. Director of the movie “Selma” (2015). Owner of The DuVernay 
Agency, a marketing and PR firm.  
B.A., UCLA.   
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Erik Ford…….Digital Director at Heavy Heavy, a web and logo design firm in San Antonio, Texas. 
B.A., Wesleyan University. 
 
Joseph Geran Jr…….Sculptor, model-maker, jewelry designer and manufacturer. Also was Dean of 
Students at the Rhode Island School of Design. 
B.A., San Francisco State University. 
 
Daisy Giles…….Portrait painter, multimedia artist, creative consultant, writer. 
B.A., University of Minnesota.   
 
Robert Henry Graham…….Artist-educator. His paintings have been displayed in more than 70 
solo exhibits since 1968. He was Professor of Art at Virginia Tech.  
M.A., University of Wisconsin. M.F.A., University of Wisconsin.  
 
Sarah J. GlovaofF94 (o16 ( ( )]TJ
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Katina Faye Mercadante…….Documentary filmmaker 
B.A., Amherst College 
 
Leigh Morfoot…….Film Production Company Co-founder. Produced two films pertaining to media 
and law.  
B.A., University of Virginia.  
 
Tchaiko Omawale…….Filmmaker, producer-director, screenwriter. 
B.A., Columbia University. 
 
Joel Plummer…….Sports photographer, owner of Plummer Media & Entertainment, LLC. 
B.A., Rutgers University. 
 
Ben Selkow……Award- 
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Literature, Poetry, Drama  
 
Chimanmanda Ngozi Adiche
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Sports 
 
Christopher Asher…….Director of Track and Field at California State University at Los Angeles, 
assistant coach track coach at UCLA. 
B.A., California State University at Northridge.  
 
Renee Bostic…….Athletic Director at Medgar Evers College. Formerly women’s basketball head 
coach at West Virginia State University. 
B.A., College of the Holy Cross. 
 
Ronnie Bowman…….Athletic Director for Jefferson County Public Schools (Kentucky). 
B.S. and M.S. in Pan-African Studies, University of Louisville. M.Ed., University of Louisville. 
 
Shannon Boxx…….Olympic gold medalist, women’s pro soccer star.  
B.A., University of Notre Dame. 
 
Coretta Brown…….Women’s Basketball Head Coach at Thomas University. 
B.A., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
 
Wiley Brown…….Head Basketball Coach at Indiana University-Southeast. 
B.A., University of Louisville. 
 
Vince Carter



36 

 

James “Scottie” Graham…….Pro Football Player, Senior Associate Athletic Director at Arizona 
State University 
M.A., Ohio State University. 
 
Monique Hennagan…….Sydney, Australia 2000 Olympic Games gold medalist in the 4x400 relay.  
B.A., University of North Carolina.  
 
Craig Hodges…….Pro basketball star (several NBA teams) and coach. 
B.A., California State University at Long Beach 
 
Adam Hutchinson…….Head basketball coach at Washington and Lee University, formerly head 
basketball coach at Case Western Reserve University.  
B.A., Amherst College. 
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Debbera M. Ransome…….Professional wrestler (a.k.a. Sheena the Voodoo Queen) and social 
worker. 
B.A., Buffalo State College.  
 
Chris Reynolds…….Deputy Director of Athletics & Recreation at Northwestern University. 
B.A., Indiana University. 
 
Karen Rife…….Women’s lacrosse team head coach at Wagner College. 
B.A., Syracuse University. 
 
Tommy Richardson…….Head Football Coach at ASA College Miami. 
B.A., University of North Carolina. M.Ed., Keiser University. 
 
Laurie Schiller…….Head Coach of the fencing team at Northwestern University. 
B.A., Rutgers University (Phi Beta Kappa). 
 
Duer Sharp…….Commissioner, Southwestern Atlantic Conference (SAC).  
B.A., University of Wisconsin-Madison. M.A., University of Wisconsin-Madison.  
 
Tytianna Smith…….Children’s book author, illustrator, and owner of Honey Tree Publishing. 
B.S. and M.S., University of Louisville. 
 
Jerry Stackhouse…….NBA-TV analyst and former basketball star with several pro basketball 
teams, including the Miami Heat and Detroit Pistons.. . 
B.A., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  
 
Amahl Thomas…….Head Football Coach at The Webb Schools (boarding school) football team in 
Claremont, California. 
B.A., University of California - Santa Barbara. Ph.D. in education at Claremont Graduate University. 
 
Demario Warren…….Head Football Coach at Southern Utah University. 
B.A., University of California at Davis. 
 
Justin Weaver…….Assistant Director of Football Recruiting Operations and Defensive Quality 
Control Coach at the United States Military Academy (West Point). 
B.A., Lehigh University. M.A., Morgan State University. 
 
Arlisa Williams…….Head Coach of the Women’s Volley team at Georgetown University. 
B.A., University of Wisconsin. 
 
Collin D. Williams Jr……..Sports consultant, administrator, and author. 
B.A., University of Pennsylvania. Ph.D. in higher education, University of Pennsylvania. 
 
Joel Zimba…….Director of Basketball Operations at Valparaiso University. 
B.A., University of Wisconsin. Master’s degree in sports administration, Valparaiso University. 
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Education  
 
Brad Allen…….Library Director at Lawrence (Kansas) Public Library. 
M.A., University of Wisconsin-Madison. M.I.L.S. at the University of Illinois. 
 
Daniel Altschuler…….Rhodes Scholar (2006). Studied at Oxford University.  
B.A., Amherst College. D.Phil. Oxford University. 
 
Willie L. Baber…….Anthropology professor at the University of Florida. 
B.A., University of California at Davis. Ph.D. in cultural anthropology at Stanford University. 
 
Ejima Baker-Morales…….English Department Leader and AP English teacher at Williamsburg 
Charter High School. College music instructor.  
B.A., Barnard College. M.A. in musicology, CUNY-Graduate Center. 
 
Jared Ball…….Communications Professor-Radio Host. Teaches at Morgan State University. 
Founder and host of FreeMix Radio.  
M.A., Cornell University. Ph.D., University of Maryland. 
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Jernaine Cruz…….Director of Admission at McGeorge School of Law, University of the Pacific. 
M.A., SUNY-Albany. J.D., Catholic University. 
 
Karen Cumberbatch…….Head of School (principal) at Carolina Friends (Quaker) School in  
Durham, North Carolina. 
B.A., Cornell University. M.A., UCLA. (both degrees in Africana Studies). 
 
Brian Anthony Davis…….Yoga Teacher at Breathe For Change in San Francisco, California. 
B.A., Pennsylvania State University. 
  
Sean Decatur…….President of Kenyon College. 
B.A., Swarthmore College. Ph.D. in biophysical chemistry, Stanford University. 
 
Kelley F. Deetz…….Independent historian, author. 
B.A., The College of William and Mary. Ph.D. in history, UC-Berkeley. 
 
Tchet D. Dorman…….Director of the Center for Social Justice and Multicultural Education at 
Temple University. 
B.A., Oberlin College.  
 
Kristie Dotson
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Jamillah Gabriel…….Librarian and administrator. 
B,A., California State University at Long Beach. M.A., Purdue University. Ph.D., University of 
Illinois (Information Science) 
 
Kaima L. Glover…….French professor at Barnard College, regular contributor to New York Times 
Book Review. 
B.A., Harvard University. Ph.D. in French, Columbia University. 
 
Maxine Gordon…….Jazz scholar and President of Dex Music LLC. 
M.A., Ph.D. New York University.   
 
Jessica Graham…….Assistant St of History at the University of California at San Diego.  
M.A., Cornell University. Ph.D. in history, University of Chicago. 
 
Eric V. Gravenberg…..Interim President of the College of Alameda. Currently Vice President of 
Students at Merritt College. 
B.A. and M.P.A. at California State University at Chico.   
 
Derek M. Griffith…….Associate Professor of Medicine, Heath & Society at Vanderbilt University. 
B.A., University of Maryland. M.A., Ph.D. in clinical-community psychology, DePaul University. 
 
Cheryl T. Grills…….Associate Dean at Bellarmine College of Liberal Arts and President of the 
Association of Black Psychologists, Inc. 
B.A., Yale University. Ph.D., University of California-
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Paula Hentz…….Director of International Learning. 
B.A., University of Wisconsin-Madison. M.A. in counseling, University of Maryland. 
 
Tai C. Hinkins…….Founding principal of Renaissance Charter School at Cypress in West Palm 
Beach, Florida. 
B.A., Oberlin College. M.S. in education, Barry University. 
 
Jumoke Hinton Hodge…….Education activist. Board Director of the Oakland (CA) Unified School 
District. Co-founder and director of the Parent Leadership and Engagement Academy Initiative 
(PLEA).  
B.A., Oberlin College.  
 
Shannon T. Hodge…….Executive Director of Options Public Charter School in Washington, DC. 
B.A., Harvard University. M.S.Ed, Purdue University. J.D., Stanford University. 
 
Mandy Hoke…….Policy Associate at the Southeast Center for teaching. Former school teacher. 
B.A., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
 
Endesha Ida Mae Holland…….Was theater professor at the University of Southern California, 
award-winning playwright, and author of several books.  
B.A., University of Minnesota. Ph.D. in American Studies, U. of Minnesota.  
 
Dwight Hopkins…….Professor of Theology, University of Chicago. Ordained Baptist Minister. 
B.A., Harvard University. Ph.D., Union Theological Seminary. Ph.D., University of Cape Town.  
 
Diane Hughes…….Professor of Applied 
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Joy May-Harris…….Principal of Alliance Skirball Middle School in Los Angeles. 
B.A., Florida A&M University. M.Ed., California State University at Northridge. 
 
Carllos Lassiter…….Vice President of Student Affairs and Dean of Students, Westminister College. 
B.A., Vassar College. 
 
Israel Melendez…….Spanish teacher at Brooks Road Academy in Richmond, Virginia.  
B.A., California State University at Northridge. B.A., Randolph-Macon College. 
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George Yancy…….Philosophy professor at Duquesne University and author of numerous books and 
scholarly articles. 
M.A., New York University. Ph.D. in philosophy at Duquesne University. 
 
 

News Media & Publishing 
 
Janus Adams…….Syndicated columnist, Emmy-winning news writer and talk show host on 
Connecticut television, author, and historian.  
M.A., Mills College.  
 
Khalil Amani…….Journalist, hip hop blogger, book author. 
B.A., University of Nebraska. 
 
Stacey Barney……Senior Editor at Penguin Random House. 
B.A. Temple University. M.F.A., Emerson College. 
 
Karen Grigsby Bates…….Journalist-novelist. She has written for the New York Times, 
Washington Post, People magazine, and the Los Angeles Times
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Erica Terry Derryck…….Communications Director and Chief of Staff for Oakland, California 
mayor, formerly an MTV segment producer and news reporter.  
B.A., Wesleyan University. M.A., University of California at Berkeley.  
 
Christina Flowers…….TV news producer at WSMV in Nashville, Tennessee. 
B.A., Marquette University. 
 
Douglas Flynn…….Sports reporter and broadcaster covering Boston hockey and football scene.  
B.A., Brown University.  
 
Smokey D. Fontaine
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Lloyd Kam Williams…….Syndicated film and book critic.  
M.A., Brown University, MBA, University of Pennsylvania, J.D., Boston University.  
 
 

Social & Community Services  
 
Khafre K. Abif
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Christine Colouro…….Founder and Chair of the board of Building Hope For Africa (BHA). 
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Shaena Fazal…….National Policy Director for Youth Advocate Programs, Inc. 
B.A., Miami University. J.D., Chicago-Kent College of Law. 
 
Francesca P. Gamber…….Assistant to the Executive Director of the Greater Homewood 
Community Corporation in Baltimore, Maryland. 
B.A., Harvard University. Ph.D. in history, Southern Illinois University. 
 
Monique George…….Executive Director of Picture the Homeless (PTH) in New York City. 
B.A., SUNY-New Paltz. MPA, Metropolitan College. 
 
Anika Goss
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Maureen E. Lee…….Executive Director of the Black History Museum and Cultural Center of 
Virginia.  
M.A. in African American Studies and Ph.D. in humanities, both at Clark Atlanta University. 
 
Stevon Lewis…….Licensed marriage and family therapist in Los Angeles County. 
B.A., California State University at Fullerton. M.S. in counseling at Cal State-Long Beach. 
 
Allen Lipscomb…….Licensed social worker and adjunct college faculty member. 
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Jacci Thompson-Dodd…….Founder and Chief Executive of WeSpeakLoudly, a women’s health 
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Paul T. Roberts Sr…….President of Johnson C. Smith Theological Seminary. 
B.A., Princeton University. M.Div., Johnson C. Smith Theological Seminary. 
 
Stephen P. Samuel…….Pastor of St. John Baptist Church in Gainesville, Georgia.  
B.A., Morehouse College. M.Div., Princeton Theological Seminary.  
 
Cheryl J. Sanders…….Professor of Christian Ethics at Howard University. Senior Pastor of Third 
Street Church of God in Washington, D.C.  
B.A., Swarthmore College. D.D., Harvard University.  
 
Gary V. Simpson…….Pastor of Concord Baptist Church in Brooklyn, New York. Author of articles 
on religion. Phi Beta Kappa.  
B.A., Denison University. D.D., Union Theological Seminary.  
 
Martin de Porres Smith…….Roman Catholic missionary, former campus minister at Morgan State 
University. 
B.A., Xavier University. M.S.W., Loyola University. 
 
Lakeya Stewart…….Director of Spirituality/Chaplin at Signature Healthcare in Bluffton, Indiana. 
B.A., Berea College. M.Div. and D.Min. Lexington Theological Seminary. ABD, University. 
 
Alesha Thomas…….Outreach Coordinator at Old First United Church of Christ in Philadelphia. 
B.A., Temple University. 
 
Weldon G. Thomas…….Pastor of New Bethel CME Church in Rochester, New York. Former 
Presiding Elder of the New York-New England District of the Washington Region of the Christian 
Methodist Episcopal (C.M.E.) Church.  
B.A., University of Maryland. J.D., Georgetown University.  
 
Conrad Tillard…….Senior Pastor of Nazarene Congregational Church in Brooklyn, New York. 
B.A., University of Pennsylvania. 
 
Richard Toliver…….Rector of St. Edmund’s Episcopal Church in Chicago, former Peace Corps 
administrator and university professor. Profiled in Ebony and Business Week.  
M.A., Boston University. Ph.D., Howard University.  
 
Travell Travis
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Alecia Deon…….Freelance copywriter in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 
B.A., University of South Florida. 
 
Genet Lakew…….Digital Content Manager at National Urban League; Philanthropist, founder of 
the Mekonnen Family Scholarship. 


